The Spiritual Resources of People with DisabilitiesPRIVATE 

We know that religious communities need to listen and learn from us.

We know we are in the image of God even if others are not able to see that.

Knowledge of how to live with pain.*

An ability to be compassionate because we understand the condescension of pity. “We believe that the work of compassion is a needed spiritual discipline in today’s world.”*

Our unique life  experiences have given us wisdom about how to live in the midst of suffering and in the face of death.*

Our lives bear the marks of injustice and oppression so we are able to articulate clearly what is needed for justice and healing.

We understand the abuse of power and appreciate the value of holding people accountable in addressing the real sources of sin.

We have experienced the suffering and powerlessness of God and yet know God’s care for us.*

We are deeply creative, having learned to “live in a society that disables us and does not invite our participation.”*

We have an ability question, to struggle and explore in a continuing faith journey.*

We are able to give expression to anger and know that anger empowers us.*

We live with loss and limits; we face fear and life-threatening situations, thus are able to offer a different perspective on ethical decisions and social issues.*

Our social location forces us to deal with ambiguity and ambivalence.*

We have the ambiguous advantage of always living on the edges, never quite fitting, but also not caught into the contradictions of privilege of the powerful. ... From the edges we can question everything and express the doubts and outrage embodied in our faith.”*

“We offer wisdom to a broken world on how to live with suffering.”*

* Indicates resources identified by the Barb Wire Collective, Not All Violins, pp. 205-209.
Issues which prevent the religious community from addressing the spiritual issues and needs of people with disabilities:PRIVATE 

· Disability seems to mock faith in God.

· People with disabilities are unable to contribute anything to anyone.

· Disabilities can cause embarrassing incidents.

· Accommodating people with disabilities is disruptive.

· It costs too much to make our buildings and programs accessible.

· It is pointless to include those who may not act  normal in normal interaction.

· People with disabilities are better off with their own kind (the Church too often prefers a “special” ministry to an inclusive community).

· It is useless to invest time in what is hopeless.

· Normal, healthy people have nothing in common with people with disabilities.
· Medical and rehabilitation professionals, not religious professionals, are responsible for helping people with disabilities.

Attitudes are formed without conscious awareness. Many people have not taken time to reflect on their attitudes so are not conscious of how or why they reject people with disabilities.

Secondly, the above attitudes are easy to form when disability is viewed from the medical model. This model sees a person only in terms of body parts—with a focus on the dis-ability.

Christians who claim that the Church is the Body of Christ and who say they are disciples of Christ—who healed people at the margins of life and proclaimed justice—cannot be witnesses of their faith so long as they hold these negative attitudes.
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