A HEALTHY RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY TAKES DISABILITY IN STRIDE. 

The behavior of a healthy community would reflect the following:
· Negative attitudes disappear as people embrace and practice a liberatory theology whereby all people are welcomed and included as equals.

· Stereotyping is non-existent. In listening to the stories of people with disabilities, the community comes to know us as people with real feelings, needs, desires and abilities.

· Diversity is more desirable than homogeneity.

· Injustice and oppression come to end as all barriers are removed and non-disabled people are held accountable for the sins of discrimination, prejudice, exclusion, violence, and marginalization.

· Spiritual growth deepens in the community as they learn the significance of recognizing humanity’s interdependence.  

· Attitudes of pity, condescension and charity are replaced with a spirituality of compassion; no one is objectified and there is mutuality in giving and receiving.

· Inclusion is a reality and not a resolution or mission statement confined to paper and routinely ignored. 

· The spiritual needs of people with disabilities and their families are addressed with concern for wholeness and healing, rather than blaming and victimization.

· People with disabilities will live without violence and their abuse will not be tolerated.  They will be listened to and help provided as appropriate to facilitate justice and healing.
· The community respects people with disabilities—their lives, experiences, and wisdom.
· The gifts, abilities, and insights of people with disabilities are welcomed and received.

· The lives of people with disabilities will have value.PRIVATE 

· We will be invited to tell the truth about our lives and our experiences.

· We will have the power to make decisions about our lives.

· We will not experience being silenced, dis-empowered, or otherwise marginalized.

· We will be allowed to name ourselves and our experiences (self-identified and self-defining) rather than being defined by others.

· Compassion and respect will accept that we cannot do some things, while celebrating with us the things we can do.

· Communities will routinely accommodate our needs. 

· People will stand with us as advocates when necessary.

· People will welcome our friendship and enter into lasting relationships with us so that we can move out of exclusion and isolation.

CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD’S COVENANTAL LOVEPRIVATE 

These are the characteristics which would define a religious community as inclusive.

1.
God’s binds us together as members of a covenantal community.

2.
God’s love affirms the worth and value of each member without exceptions.

3.  When God’s love is reflected in the life of a community, covenantal love will be extended inclusively.

4.
The community will seek to meet the basic needs of every member.

5.
They will remember that God’s love is steadfast and eternal.

6.
They will reflect God’s reconciling and forgiving love.

�  The Barb Wire Collective. Not All Violins: Spiritual Resources for Women with Disabilities and Chronic Illnesses. Toronto: United Church Publish, 1998. 


� Joseph L. Allen. Love and Conflict: A Covenental Model of Christian Ethics. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990, p. 61.
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