ARE YOUR CONGREGATION AND CHURCH ACCESSIBLE?

I.    IN MINISTERING WITH PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:


Do you know...

               who is disabled

             

   what disability is

                 where these persons are in your community 

                   why some are invisible to you

                    why some of your members no longer come

II.    WHAT IS YOUR ROLE?


Do you have a committee to gather information about members who have disabling  conditions

             Is your church accessible:  

· Welcoming and inclusive attitudes

· Ramps and/or elevators

· Every area accessible

· Loud speaker system

· Large print worship or service books, Hymnals, and bulletins

·  Wheelchair placement via pew cuts 

·   Accessible bathrooms

·   Signed services if appropriate

·  Brailled materials if needed

·  Adequate lighting

III.    LAY PASTORAL CARE:


Are you able to consider providing the following in relationship to persons with disabilities and their families:

· Respite care to relieve family caregivers

· Guardianship (by church)

· Support for families through bureaucratic maze

· Advocating for a place in society for  people with disabilities

· Involvement with other churches in your community for resources

IV.
    DO YOU KNOW ...      

· You already have the skills needed for working with people who are disabled.

· This is a ministry of you and your congregation.

· Clergy can be angry with God.

· How to make God present to people with disabilities or their families?

· You can provide a theological perspective for understanding suffering as a universal experience.

· You can help families learn to live with disability through finding acceptance and support in the life of the Church.

· How to reach past the isolation and alienation of people with disabilities and draw them into community with your congregation?

V.  ARE YOU PREPARED TO …

· Support parents

· Give them permission to be angry

· Help them grieve 

· Find  a support group

· Encourage them to bring their child for the sacraments

VI.  WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU:

· Preach

· Create sensitivity & awareness in your congregation

· Provide information about total access

· Provide information about Christian Ed materials

· Provide workshops on:

· ministry with families

· ministry with persons w/ disabilities psychology/theology of disability

· the spirituality of disability

· what is acceptance: the double bind

· what is healing and who is it for                         
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