AESTHETICS OF ACCESSIBILITY

Accessibility into our churches is how we say “Welcome!” to persons who happen to live with disability. But ‘the ramp is not enough.’ It is imperative that we create an atmosphere of beauty and form that convey a positive message towards accessibility and those who require it. Therefore it is critical that our ramps and entrance ways complement the architecture and decor of our church grounds and buildings. For instance, materials should complement and not detract from the original building materials. Care should be given in choosing materials which do not require excessive maintenance and which will last. It is of absolute necessity to use the correct scale for ramps so they insure the desired accessibility. When ramps are long or have many turns, the use of landscaping to enhance them is highly desirable.  This may require some creative thought and attention to detail. Functional use is only one goal in accessibility; maintaining or augmenting the beauty and integrity of the church is a primary goal. This same consideration should be given to your use of accessibility signs. We suggest that signs be made of lucite and use the required international handicap symbol.  This permits your signs to be a part of your decor rather than being an unattractive appendage. Signs could identify accessible entrances, elevators, and bathrooms.  The accessible entrance sign(s) needs to be in plain view of the main entrance and near the sign announcing what church this is.  Remember that your outside sign, and your newspaper ads, cannot say “Totally Accessible” without the following conditions being met:

· welcoming attitudes of inclusion

· accessible entrance


· accessible parking

· accessible bathroom

· large print BCP and bulletins

· sound system which augments the entire liturgy

· sufficient lighting in the church

Accessibility features which are not aesthetically pleasing add to the complaints of those who oppose the presence of persons with disabilities in our churches. Their first complaint is against defacing the beauty of their church.  We need to be intentional in conveying that accessibility can be a lovely addition to our churches as well as functional. 

The beauty and form of our liturgy call us to worship with hearts filled with praise and thanksgiving  for the glory of God.  May our accessibility endeavors convey more of that beauty as we glorify God with our inclusiveness.
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